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Before and beyond the pandemic from a 
transatlantic perspective

E D I T O R I A L

This edition is an opportunity to explore the results and experiences 
of a study that sought to record the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Although we are close to this event - the peak of the 
crisis occurred between 2020 and 2021 - it is still necessary to 
record, publicize, and discuss such a relevant historical moment. 

The ICOLMA project1, which ran from 2022 to 2025, addressed the impact 
of COVID-19 on mobility and livelihoods of marginalized and vulnerable 
groups from a transatlantic perspective, proposed by the TA-P (Trans-
Atlantic Platform) in 2021 in response to the pandemic. Knowledge about 
the complex ways in which pandemic and lockdown rules have affected 
livelihoods, both through direct mobility restrictions and the indirect effects 
of reduced mobility on the functioning of other public infrastructures and 
services, as well as on access to income-generating activities, must be 
deepened. The same applies to the specific ways in which groups have 
been and are able to cope with these effects, for example, through virtual 
technologies and solidarity networks.

Therefore, the ICOLMA project explores and compares the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on mobility, accessibility, and livelihoods of marginalized 
groups in Cape Town (South Africa), the Ruhr Region (Germany), and São 
Paulo (Brazil) using a mixed-methods approach (Figure 1). Associated with 
ICOLMA, another project on comparative analyses in metropolises sought to 
provide theoretical and methodological support for thinking about a post-
pandemic urban and metropolitan scenario and planning (DAAD-PROPASP)2

Among the values agreed upon by the ICOLMA project research team, in 
addition to producing technical and scientific documents, is a commitment 
to producing expressions of reflection and dissemination in other formats, 
such as the project website3, an animation produced by the Greenhouse 
Cartoons group from South Africa (available on the website), lectures, and 
this edition of DSA. 

The DSA emerged within the scope of the thematic project “Environmental 
Governance in the São Paulo Macrometropolis in the Face of Climate Change 
(MACROAMB)4,” in which the Planning Laboratory (LaPlan) of the Federal 

1 Impact of COVID-19 on the livelihood, mobility, and accessibility of marginalized groups (ICOLMA). Pro-
cess number 2021/07554-8, funded by the São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP).	

2  Planning in global comparison in a post-pandemic scenario: theories, methodologies, and strategies for 
comparing metropolitan cases. Process number 2022/08402, funded by the São Paulo Research Founda-
tion (FAPESP).	

3 Link of site ICOLMA  https://icolma.raumplanung.tu-dortmund.de/

4 Process number 2015/03804-9, funded by the São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP).
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University of ABC (UFABC) led the territorial themes. Since then, DSA has stood out for its 
expanded scientific dissemination beyond the strictly academic environment. It is in this spirit 
of collectivity that this edition has been prepared, together with the participating universities, 
UFABC, TU Dortmund University (TU-Do), University of Cape Town (UCT), University of the 
Western Cape (UWC), among other links that have been established during the ICOLMA project. 
These links were formed both in the search for information and data, in partnership with civil 
society organizations and other social projects associated with the research theme. Considering 
these premises and proposals, this edition of DSA is organized into the sections described below 
and is presented in two languages: Portuguese and English.

In the “Conjuncture” section, principal investigators Sophie Schramm (TU-Do),  Sandra (San) 
Momm (UFABC), Roger Behrens (UCT), and co-authors share accounts of their experience leading 
the research in the three countries. The papers in this section establish a dialogue between the 
practical experience of the research team and the project’s scientific publications, delving deeper 
into topics and results that have already been published and that express the diversity of the 
contexts in the three countries.

In the “Interviews” section, people involved in the project, in addition to the technical team, 
were interviewed. The first interview is with technician Luiz Fernando from the São Paulo 
Metropolitan Trains Company (CPTM), who participated in the project’s criticality analysis 
activities in São Paulo, interviewed by ICOLMA researcher Lyvia Fischer. The second interview 
is with community leader and activist Petunia Mabuza from Tshwane (Pretoria), South Africa, 
interviewed by Priscila Izar, lecture and postdoctoral researcher at the Centre for Urbanism and 
Built Environment Studies (CUBES) at the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South 
Africa. This interview is the result of an exchange between the ICOLMA project and the Lutas 
Urbanas Feministas (Feminist Urban Struggles) project5.

The “Young Researchers” section highlights the leading role played by master’s, doctoral, and 
postdoctoral researchers from the three countries. These young researchers were at the forefront 
of various phases and topics of the research, bringing their technical, scientific, and personal 
experience to this section. Here we also include a text describing the articulation of the ICOLMA 
project with another project from the TA-P 2021 call, the Panex-Youth project6, which aimed to 
understand how young people adapted during the pandemic and to assess the broader impact 
of these adaptation processes in South Africa, Brazil, and the United Kingdom (England).

In the “Engagement” section, two partnerships and partners take place: in the first text, Aline 
Bezerra Silva, who is part of the Popular Legal Promoters (PLPs) organization, a researcher for 
the ICOLMA project, and a resident of Cidade Tiradentes, shares her experience during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a black woman living in the periphery; and the text by the leaders of the 
São Paulo Housing Movement Union, Neuma Silva de Oliveira Cruz and Graça Xavier, sharing 
their experiences of the pandemic in the movement’s occupations and interviewed by ICOLMA 
researcher and activist Letícia Ueda Vella, member of the Coletivo Feminista Sexualidade e Saúde 
(Feminist Collective Sexuality and Health) and master’s student at the Federal University of ABC.

In the “Arts” section, all ICOLMA project researchers were invited to present their experiences 
of the pandemic period through photos, drawings, writing, or any other process they used to 
elaborate on it. This invitation also allows the subjectivity of those conducting the research to 
be expressed and recorded in other forms and formats, reflecting the impacts of the pandemic.

5 Feminist Urban Struggles: bodies, territories, and politics in the production of peripheral spaces was a series of international semi-
nars organized in 2023 and 2024, coordinated by Dr. Priscila Izar (University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg), Professor Paula 
Freire Santoro (University of São Paulo), and Dr. Elinorata Mbuya (Ardhi University in Dar es Salaam), with support from the Urban 
Studies Foundation. More information available here.	

6 Process number 2021/07399-2, funded by the São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP).
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The data collected in the research contain potentially sensitive information 
about the participants, and therefore cannot be shared, in accordance with 
the “Free and Informed Consent Form” (TCLE) and the ethical approvals 
obtained in the three countries participating in the project. However, the 
metadata related to the research have been made available in the Zotero 
repository (Milz et al., 2025). This repository contains the questionnaire 
applied through the Maptionnaire platform in the city of São Paulo, as well 
as the data dictionary used to standardize variable names. The primary 
data collected through the Maptionnaire platform, as well as the processed 
databases, have not been made publicly available. Access to these materials 
may be requested and will be evaluated individually by the research team, 
considering ethical and confidentiality criteria.

This edition of DSA is therefore consolidated as a plural and necessary space 
for reflection on the before and beyond of the pandemic, with a transatlantic 
perspective, focused on the realities of the most vulnerable groups. The 
results and experiences of the ICOLMA project and associated initiatives seek 
not only to document what was a historic global moment, but also to deepen 
understanding of the livelihoods, mobility, and accessibility of groups in São 
Paulo, Cape Town, and the Ruhr region. 

We invite you to dive into the pages that follow this issue, which is not just a 
research collection, but a kaleidoscope of voices and human experiences in 
times of crisis. Prepare to be inspired, to reflect, and to be surprised by the 
contributions that emerge from this transatlantic effort. A post-pandemic 
world is being written now, and we are part of this history, before and beyond.
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Figure 1. Identifying the countries and partner institutions of the ICOLMA project

Source: Worldmapcreator.com - Projection and zoom: azimuthal equal area centering and 
geo-layer: ocean, graticule, Earth, 2025. Created by: Gabriel Machado.
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